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• REDD+ SES safeguard mechanism comprises:

– REDD+ SES content: principles, criteria and indicators which define the 

necessary conditions to achieve high social and environmental performance

– REDD+ SES process: ten-step process to use the REDD+ SES at country 

level for country-led multi-stakeholder assessment of REDD+ program 

• Supports the design, implementation and evaluation of 

government-led REDD+ programs

• A framework for monitoring and reporting of social & 

environmental performance using a multi-stakeholder process

• Aims to enhance benefits as well as avoid harm. 



REDD+ SES content 

Principle

Criterion

Indicator

The intent level – key objectives that 

define high social and environmental 

performance

The content level – conditions that must 

be met related to processes, impacts and 

policies to deliver on principles

Quantitative or qualitative information 

to show progress achieving a criterion



REDD+ SES principles

1. Respect for rights of indigenous peoples and local 

communities, including free, prior and informed 

consent

2. Equitable benefit sharing

3. Benefits for local people 

4. Contribution to broader sustainable development

5. Maintenance of biodiversity and ecosystem services

6. Full and effective participation and access to 

information

7. Compliance with national and international law



REDD+ SES process at country level

1. Governance: a multi-stakeholder approach to ensure 

balanced stakeholder participation in the use of the 

standards

– Multi-stakeholder Standards Committee provides oversight.

– Joint government and civil society Facilitation Team  organizes 

process.

2. Interpretation: adaptation of the indicators and 

assessment process to the country context

3. Assessment: collection of information to assess 

performance, review of the draft assessment report by 

stakeholders and publication of report.





What the standards can be applied to

1. Processes for developing country-level 

REDD+ programs, policies and plans

2. Implementation of country-level 

REDD+ policies and plans

3. Social and environmental outcomes of 

REDD+ on the ground
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Phase 1 
REDD+ SES 

development

2013

A participatory and inclusive process

• A series of workshops and consultations 
in REDD countries (Nepal, Tanzania, 
Ecuador, Liberia) from May 2009

• Two 60-day public comment periods 

• Version 1 released June 2010

Multi-stakeholder governance

• International Standards Committee 
created which approves standards and 
guidelines on how to use

• CCBA and CARE are the international 
secretariat with technical support from 
ProForest Initiative

REDD+ SES Initiative

• Indigenous Peoples

• Local Community Associations

• Social/Environmental NGOs

• Private Sector

• Government
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Phase 2 
Using REDD+ SES in 

pilot countries 

2013

Starting to use the standards

• Ecuador

• Acre

• Nepal

• Central Kalimantan

• Tanzania

Exchange and learning 

• August 2010 in Washington DC

• February 2011 in Quito

• October 2011 in Rio Branco

• Key issues: 

• Managing multistakeholder processes, Developing indicators and monitoring plans

Development of guidelines for interpretation and use at country level

Complementarity with other safeguards mechanisms

UNFCCC REDD+ safeguards information systems, FCPF common approach, UN-REDD, Brazilian etc.
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development Phase 2 
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Expansion and 

integration with 
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2013

REDD+ SES Initiative
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Phase 3 
Expansion and 

integration with 

other safeguard 

mechanisms

2013

Joining the initiative

– San Martin Region, Peru

– Amazonas State, Brazil

– Guatemala

– Mexico

– Liberia

– Another province in Indonesia

Integration of safeguard processes at country level

Revision of REDD+ SES and guidance

Learning and dissemination

– Relationship to international conventions/law & policy

– Nesting projects, sub-national within national 

– Gender 

– Free, Prior and Informed Consent

– Grievance/dispute mechanisms




